
Chapter 6 Discussion Questions, begins on page 175 of Chapter 5 
 

1. What was the main decision reached by the delegates at the First Continental 
Congress? (pg. 175) 

2. Britain could have avoided war, describe the chain of events that led to Lexington 
and Concord. (pg. 175-176) 

3. What were the main issues addressed in the 2nd Continental Congress? (pg. 177) 
4. What was the Olive Branch Petition? (pg. 178) 
5. What did Thomas Paine argue in his writings? (pg. 180) 
6. What were the main points in the Declaration of Independence? (pg. 182) 
7. Describe the events of Dec. 25, 1776 (pg. 187) 
8. Why do you think Saratoga is considered the turning point in the war? (pg. 190-

192) 
9. What type of government did Adam’s want? (pg. 192-193) 
10. Why was popular sovereignty so important? (pg. 193) 
11. Describe how the Virginia constitution was set up. (pg. 193) 
12. How are members of the bicameral legislation chosen in the Massachusetts 

Constitution? (pg. 195) 
13. Who was given the most power under the Articles of Confederation? (pg. 195) 
14. Who were the loyalists? Why were they willing to fight longer than the Patriots? 

(pg. 196) 
15. List at least two events that led to the collapse of the Continental dollar? (pg. 198) 
16. After the Battle of Yorktown, the Treaty of Paris was signed. What agreements 

were made? (pg. 206) 
17. What led to cotton replacing tobacco as the new cash crop of the south? (pg. 209) 
18. Why did the idea of Republican motherhood come about and what is it? How did 

this increase women’s power? (pg. 210) 
19. What did the Northwest Ordinance create? (pg. 211) 
20. What cased Shay’s Rebellion? (pg. 215) 
21. Describe the Virginia and New Jersey Plans. Who did each plan appeal to? 
22. How did the Great Compromise (Connecticut Compromise) resolve the problems 

of the Virginia and New Jersey Plans? (pg. 216) 
23. Looking ahead, can you predict any problems the “necessary and proper” clause 

may cause? (pg. 217) 
24. Why did the anti-Federalists consider not ratifying the Constitution? (pg. 217) 
25. What was the purpose of the Federalists Papers? (pg. 217-218) 


